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SUBJECT: BAHRAIN AND THE USENAVY'S MIDDLE EAST FORCE ll 25X1

THE RULER OF BAHRAIN TOLD AMBASSADOR TUINAM TODAY THAT WE |
WANTED TO GIVE THE AMBASSADOR REASSURANCER THAT THE US NAVY'S '
WIDDLE EAST FORCE UILL BE REMAINING IN BAHRAIN. THE RULER DID
NOT AMPLIFY HIS REMARK. SINILAR REASSURING STATEMENTS HAVE COME
FROM THE RULER IN THE PAST TBEN DAYS. AND INFORMATION COMING

TODAY FROM SAUDI PRINCE FAHD ADDS WEIGHT TO THE RULER'S STATEI‘IéNT.

PRINCE FAHD INFORMED AMBASSADOR AKINS THAT A BAHRAINI REVERSAL

'OF ITS OCTOBER 20. 1973 DECISION TO TERMINATE THE NAVY'S STATIONING
“ AGREEMENT WILL BE FORTHCOMING SOON. FAHDE SAID~ HOWEVER. THAT
“BAHRAIN WILL INSIST ON THE FOLLOUING CONDITIONS: |

DATE:
ORIG: v
UNIT: :

ext: State Department review completed : . 25X1

~==THAT NO PUBLICITY BE GIVEN THE BAHRAINI REVERSALS -
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==THAT THE US LEASE FEE BE RAISED TO ABOUT %3 MILLION - P
ANNUALLY3 N )

-

~~THAT THE STATUS OF FORCES AGREEMENT BE RENEGOTIATED.
WE HAVE BEEN AUARE~ OF COURSE. THAT THE BAHRAINIS ARE
INTERESTED IN A NEW FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENT AND IN CHENGES IN .
" JURISDICTION OVER US PERSONNELE. THE LIKELTHOOD THAT A BAHRAINI
DECISION TO PERMIT MIDEASTFOR TO REMAIN CAN BE KEPT QUIET FOR
VERY LONG IS NIL. HOUEVER- ‘ T I R
THE POSSIBLITY OF A STRONG ADVERSE REACTION #BY BAHRAIN'S . .
LARGE LEFTIST COMMUNITY IS SOMEWHAT REDUCED BY THE SUMMER | -
HOLIDAY OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND RECENT ARRESTS OF MOST OF

THE LEADERS OF THE RADICAL NATIONAL FRONT OF BAHRAIN. : ; E "}

AMBASSADOR TUWINAM TOLD THE RULER THAT HE WOULD NOUW EXPECT

A CALL FROM THE COUNTRY'S FOREIGN MINISTER INITIATING A DISCUSSION
4 OF THOSE PARTS OF THE STATIONING AGREEMENT ABOUT WHICH THE

- i BAHRAINIS HAVE INDICATED THEIR UNHAPEPINESS. f 25X
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